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For MD Alex Dale, a nat u ral approach to wine will inev i ta bly fea ture more strongly
as he steers the win ery into the future. ‘I’m intent on mak ing wines nat u rally, with
bal ance, fresh ness and sub tlety. I want clear water between Good Hope and brash,
overtly com mer cial styles that are cur rently pop u lar.’ Three major accreditations
and audits in the past year reflect Alex’s phi los o phy of keep ing eth ics, envi ron -
ment and com mu nity firmly in his sights. The Land of Hope Trust under writes the
win ery’s work ers and their depend ents’ edu ca tional aspi ra tions, while water
waste man age ment and envi ron men tal impact programmes enhance the con -
cern’s green cre den tials. Despite eco nomic reces sion, fur ther plantings and cellar
and equipment upgrading continue.

Radford Dale range

µ Mer lot ¤ Š  Euca lyp tus edge to rich & ripe but restrained 09. Sup ple, bright fruit fla voured core
revealed within beau ti fully inte grated, spicy oak. Touch minerality enhances firmly savoury, dense fin ish.

µ Free dom Pinot Noir Š  Allur ing, expres sive, com plex 10 from Elgin grapes, with finesse, ele -
gance & earth i ness typ i cal of this cooler area. Fruit, oak in poised bal ance, fin ishes with min eral freshness.

µ Shi raz ¤ Š  Aston ish ingly aro matic & fla vour some 09 has lovely fruit & spice def i ni tion. Skil fully
con structed, with sump tu ous ripe ness checked by savoury grip of seam less oaking. Sat is fy ingly complex.

µ Grav ity Š  Dense, suave tex tured 08 blend shi raz (for spice), mer lot (flesh) &  cab (struc ture) is
usual pol ished, bal anced  self. Metic u lously vinified using grav ity-assisted tech niques for soft, plush flavours.

³ Shi raz-Mer lot  Spicy appeal in 09 (²) lacks fresh ness & focus of 08. Very ripe, soft red fruit a
lit tle intim i dated by firm tan nins.

µ Char don nay Š  Clas sic-styled 10 lighter than pre vi ous but still with lovely weight & rich ness.
Lay ers of fresh fla vour sup ported by styl ish oaking & back bone of savoury acid ity & stony minerality.

µ Renais sance Che nin Blanc Â Š  10 actu ally 2nd bot tling, after exper i men tal 09 from old
che nin vine yards. Intense, gen er ously tex tured, com plex with a fresh cit rus twist & superbly inte grated oak.
Long fin ish deliv ers lemon pithi ness & minerality. Top wine of the 4 che nin bottlings across ranges.

µ Viognier Š Å  Overtly smoky, spicy aro mas on 10 (³), fer mented dry in bar rel. Oak influ -
ence more dom i nant than 09, & per haps too much for fruit, though fine acid ity car ries the flinty finish.

µ Vine Dried Viognier Š  Bronze tinged 10 shows exceed ingly com plex aro mas, seems sweeter,
more unc tu ous than declared 130 grams sugar (half that of pre vi ous vin tage). But peachy viognier sweet ness
checked by suf fi cient savoury acidity.

Shi raz-Viognier Š  In abey ance. 

Land of Hope range

µ Caber net Sau vi gnon Š  Struc tured, youth ful 09 needs time to reveal oak-woven lay ers. From
sin gle vine yard in ele gant style with tan nin & acid ity tightly wound around dense, plush & expres sive fruit core.

³ Che nin Blanc Š  Deli cious, charm ing, just-dry 10, gen er ously tex tured from oaking & lees con tact. 
Vibrant, full fla vours from sin gle vine yard bushvines. Seduc tive fruit fla vours lighter than 09‘s (µ).

Black Rock range

µ Red Blend Š  Herbs & bush-scrub spic i ness in indi vid ual & com plex 08 (³) shi raz-led
blend with carignan, gre nache & mourvèdre. Less con cen trated than 07 but com pel ling & har mo ni ous.

³ White Blend Š  Con fi dent, fra grant che nin-based 09 with char don nay, clairette, viognier; spic ily
sweet & rich stonefruits sup ported by seam less oaking & bal anced by pithi ness. These WO Swartland.
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Vinum range

³ Caber net Sau vi gnon ¤ Š Å  Per fumed 10 abun dant pure fruit cur rently masked by tight, spicy
oak tan nins, unusual for this acces si ble range. No less tasty & plush, with appeal ing minerality car ry ing finish.

³ Che nin Blanc ¤ Š  Lovely 10 exhib its charm & con fi dence, though lacks depth of 09 (µ).
Oak & lees con tact broad ens stone fruit fla vours, while acid ity focuses fin ish, ensur ing flaw less balance.

The Winery of Good Hope range

Unoaked Char don nay Ð Š  ¯ Charm ing, easy drink ing but classy & per kily fresh 11. Lees con tact
adds rich ness & breadth. WP W Cape, as for Pinot Noir below. 

Pinot Noir Reserve Š ² 10 juicy & ele gant, with bright cherry fruit & touch of earth i ness. Tan nins not as
inte grated as 09 (³); but very drink able. Bush Vine Pinotage Š Å ² Overt mocha & spic i ness in
10, from older, low yield ing vines. Usual suc cu lent fruit i ness with attrac tively savoury fin ish. Moun tain side Shi -
raz ¤ Š ² Juicy, styl ishly bal anced, very drink able 10 has acces si ble, freshly ripe fruit fla vours, with spicy
grip to fin ish. The Beau ti ful Game Shi raz Š  In abey ance. Ocean side Caber net Sau vi gnon-Mer lot ¤ Š
² Pure-fruited, vibrant, sup ple 10 blend. May lack power of 09 (³) but still clas sic, with out being too
seri ous. Gran ite Ridge Reserve ³ 08 shi raz-led blend last year showed aro matic com plex ity; har mo ni -
ous & framed by oak. First since charm ing 06 (¯). Bush Vine Che nin Blanc ¤ Š ² Pocket-friendly
10 over-deliv ers on qual ity with expres sive fla vours, length, con cen tra tion & fresh ness. Dis con tin ued: Che nin
Blanc-Char don nay-Viognier.  — IM
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